
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 19, 2010 
Title:  The Journey Home – The Return 
Text:  Ruth 1:6-22 
Theme: We battle loss and bitterness by remembering the Story. 
 
Introduction:  
Our initial paragraph (1:1-5) paints a picture set in dark tones and heavy colors.  Having come 
to the end of herself, Naomi determines to leave the country of Moab and return to the city of 
Bethlehem.  This migration back is prompted by a report that God “had come to the aid of his 
people by providing food for them” (1:6).   
 
The Storyline: 
Our lives are often visited by difficulty and loss.  We can respond with bitterness and anger.  
Both responses are understandable and God is not threatened by our emotional and fleshly 
reactions.  Neither one is appropriate or sustainable without great harm to the individual. 
 
Naomi had an inaccurate view of God and her response reflects such theology.  Our desire is 
to feel Naomi’s loss and to see her theological error and allow it to both inform and shape how 
we view God and how we might respond to our difficulty and loss. 
 
The Problem: 
We are simply no different than Naomi when visited by heartache and loss.  The only way to 
combat such loss is to know who God is and how He works. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know God is behind the Story. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to believe the Story. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of resting in His writing of the Story. 
 
Outline: 
 
Verses 13, 20-22 reveal the harshness of life and the bitterness of heart experienced by and 
contained within the soul of Naomi. 
 

“would you therefore wait until they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from 
marrying? No, my daughters; for it is harder for me than for you, for the hand of the 
LORD has gone forth against me” (Ruth 1:13). 
 
19 “So they both went until they came to Bethlehem. And when they had come to 
Bethlehem, all the city was stirred because of them, and the women said, ‘Is this 
Naomi?’ 20 She said to them, ‘Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty 
has dealt very bitterly with me. 21 I went out full, but the LORD has brought me back 

empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has witnessed against me and the 
Almighty has afflicted me?’” (Ruth 1:19-21). 
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Her name “Naomi” means “pleasant” and now she refers to herself as “bitter”.  Oh the pain 
communicated in her self-inflicted state.  It must be remembered that a decade had passed 
since many had last seen Naomi.  She left “full” with a husband and two promising sons and 
now she returns “empty” of all hope and promise . . . except for this Moabite daughter-in-law.  
A MOABITE daughter-in-law!  It would appear there was a significant relationship between 
Naomi and Ruth (1:15-18), yet there was also pain and hurt.  Ruth’s presence would remind 
Naomi of her loss.  She once had a husband and a son and now both were lost to her.  Those 
who once knew her now saw a broken and bitter “old” woman; how sad and how tragic.   
 
Naomi’s deep wound is also felt in her perspective of where this affliction originated: “It is the 
hand of the LORD that is against me.”  It would appear she believed God was watching her 
life and He saw the wrong and rewarded her accordingly.  She works from the premise that 
God is unkind and thus cruel.  It is of interest to note how she calls Him, “LORD”.  LORD is 
God’s covenant name.  It speaks of relationship and promise.  God “established an agreement 
(i.e. “covenant/testament”) between Himself and His people.”  This “contract” is neither 
malicious nor mean.  It is a covenant marked by mercy and grace.  God does withhold from 
His people what they justly deserve and provides for them what they can never merit.  His 
favor and blessing is upon them.  Yet her circumstances had robbed her of this truth.  Time 
and trial had trampled trust into the ground. 
 
Yet this is how we often see God and the hardships that make up our lives.  We believe God is 
“rewarding” us for our evil or ineptness of service.  What we fail to see is how those occasions 
when we exist in the “backside of the desert” and “wander in the ‘God forsaken’ wilderness” 
are significant parts of God’s Story.    We (she) neither understood nor saw.  
 
Likewise what Naomi fails to embrace is how her life is the unfolding of God’s Story.  Naomi’s 
life is not deviating from the Story.  She is a part of the Story.  This, however, is momentarily 
lost to her.  In commenting on the idea of despair, 17th century pastor William Ames provides 
us with this insightful comment. 
 

“There are many reasons for despair.  Either the grace of God is not considered 
sufficient to bestow good on us, or God himself is not willing to bestow it.  Desperation 
grounded on the first is always a sin, but not so in the latter sense, if one could be 
certain of that will of God.  But because it is seldom or never shown ordinarily to 
anyone before the end of this life that God will not make him a partaker of grace and 
glory, there is no human desperation in this life which is not sin.” (William Ames, 
Marrow of Theology [{Translated from the Third Latin edition, 1629} Baker Book House, 
1968], 249). 

 
In the midst of this bitterness we encounter the commitment of Ruth.  There is movement 
within the narrative away from Naomi and to Ruth.  Both women will play significant roles in 
the unfolding narrative, but Ruth will slowly begin to take the lead. 
 
But Ruth - A dramatic contrast marking a change in direction of her life from a godless, 
hopeless, pagan Gentile to one grafted into Israel and eventually in the lineage of the Messiah. 



 

 

3 

Whenever you observe a "but" (or other words associated with contrast, such as yet, 
nevertheless, on the other hand, etc) pause and ask ‘what is the author contrasting?’ There are 
over 4000 uses of this little conjunction "but" in the Bible and all of them are important. 
Howard Hendricks adds that. . .  
 
. . . contrasts are always important in Scripture. They indicate a change of direction. ...What 
does the word but force me to do? To go back to the preceding context... The flip side of 
comparison is contrast—things that are unlike. We could say that in Bible study, as in love, 
opposites attract. At least, they attract the eye of the observant reader. There are several 
ways the biblical writers signify contrast. The word but is a clue that a change of direction 
is coming. (Living by the Book. Chicago: Moody Press)  
http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_114-22.htm 

 
Without blame, Orpah stays with her people and her involvement within the Story ends.  It 
does not appear she became a follower of Yhwh (Ruth 1:15).  Let us not assume she fails in her 
role.  She speaks to all whose life seems insignificant and unimportant.  Yet she, without 
fanfare, continues to fulfill her place in God’s Story. 
 
“It is probably unfair to Orpah to be too critical of her action and to misjudge her motives for 
kissing Naomi goodbye. The Greek verb certainly suggests a tenderness and therefore a 
heartfelt sincerity in her action.”  http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_114-22.htm 

 
“What happened to Orpah? The Living Bible says she "returned to her childhood home" and the 
TEV says she "went back home," both of which are certainly plausible but neither of which is 
clearly stated in the Hebrew or Greek Septuagint texts (which is another reason paraphrases 
should be assiduously avoided as one's primary Bible when performing serious Bible study - 
see chart on Bible Versions). So the most reliable answer is that we don’t know what happened 
to Orpah and that is where the commentary should cease. Men however often concoct fantastic 
stories to explain what they don’t know. For example, Jewish tradition says this request of 
Naomi came four miles outside of Moab; and that Orpah shed only four tears and the thought 
of parting from her mother-in-law Naomi. The rabbis go on to say that in recompense for the 
four miles that she went with Naomi, Orpah gave birth to four sons - Goliath and his three 
brothers! Fruitless, foolish, unfounded speculation!” http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_114-22.htm 

 
It is, however, with Ruth that the Story continues.  Whatever Ruth was prior to this moment, it 
becomes apparent that her commitment to Naomi transcends Naomi. 
 

15 “Then she said, ‘Behold, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her gods; 
return after your sister-in-law.’ 16 But Ruth said, ‘Do not urge me to leave you or turn 
back from following you; for where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. 
Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, 
and there I will be buried. Thus may the LORD do to me, and worse, if anything but 
death parts you and me.’ 18 When she saw that she was determined to go with her, she 
said no more to her” (Ruth 1:15-18). 
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We can only surmise and assume Ruth’s determination is from the LORD.  It would appear 
Ruth embraced the Law of Moses and had become a follower of YHWH.  What is of interest is 
to see how Ruth’s “faith” eclipses that of Naomi.  Naomi is bitter but Ruth appears buoyant.  
Naomi had neither the strength nor patience to urge Ruth any further, thus she “stops urging 
her” and allows Ruth to join her in her journey back to Bethlehem. 
 
MacDonald has nicely summarized this dramatic scene describing  
 
“the different attitudes of the three widows: Naomi was a grieving widow, stripped of the 
earthly joys of husband and family by divine judgment. Orpah , having soberly considered 
the words of her mother-in-law, proved to be a leaving widow, choosing the easiest and 
most convenient course. But Ruth was a cleaving widow, clinging to Naomi in spite of the 
latter’s discouragements. When Ruth chose a new life with Naomi, she knew that it 
wouldn’t be easy. There was hard work and poverty ahead since they were without a male 
provider. There was separation from home and loved ones, too.” (MacDonald, W., & 
Farstad, A. Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments. Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 
 
Wiersbe succinctly describes the scene as... 
 
“Naomi was trying to cover up; Orpah had given up, but Ruth was prepared to stand up!” 

 
As present day readers, we have the distinct advantage of knowing the fuller Story.   
Nonetheless, as we place ourselves into the story of Ruth we feel the weight carried by these 
two widowed women.  So far there is nothing that speaks to hope and promise.  The chapter, 
however, ends with this “promising” note, “Arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was 
beginning” (1:22).  Not all is lost.   
 

Advent fills my heart with longing and looking.  Our God is too wise to make a mistake 

and too loving to be unkind.  
 
 

1. Although God often visits us with loss, this does not make Him cruel and unkind. 
 
Although Naomi, Ruth and Orpah had experienced crushing loss, God is still wise and kind.  
There was famine; now there is food and they arrive in Bethlehem at the beginning of barley 
harvest.  All of this is part of God’s overarching providence.  Many of us can continually 
testify of God’s daily goodness in providing us blessing while experiencing loss.  Think of 
these three known Old Testament narratives. 
 

• The Joseph Narrative – Genesis 50:15-21 
 
15 “When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!” 16 So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father charged before he died, saying, 17 ‘Thus you 
shall say to Joseph, "Please forgive, I beg you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 



 

 

5 

for they did you wrong. And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God 
of your father.’" And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and 
fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do 
not be afraid, for am I in God's place? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive. 21 So 
therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them.” (Gen. 50:15-21) 
 

• The Red Sea Event – Exodus 14:10-14 
 
10 “As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching 
after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 

Then they said to Moses, ‘Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone that we 
may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the wilderness.’ 13 But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear! Stand by and see the 
salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you 
have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 The LORD will fight for you while 
you keep silent’” (Exod. 14:10-14). 
 

• The Job Narrative – Job 1:20-22 
 
20 “Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and 
worshiped. 21 He said, ‘Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. 
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.’ 22 Through 
all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God” (Job. 1:20-22). 
 

Beyond the losses of this life 
That cause us to despair 

New hope is born within our heart 
Because our God is there. —D. De Haan 

 
2. All of God’s acts have purpose.  Sometimes the purpose is knowable in the immediate 

or short-term and at other times we will never understand its significance this side of 
heaven. 

 
God brought them back to Bethlehem were the harvesting of barley was beginning.  Again 
consider our three Old Testament parallels. 
 

• The Joseph Narrative – Genesis 50:15-21 (v. 20) 
 
15 “When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph bears a 
grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!” 16 So they 
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father charged before he died, saying, 17 ‘Thus you 
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shall say to Joseph, "Please forgive, I beg you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, 
for they did you wrong. And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God 
of your father.’" And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and 
fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do 

not be afraid, for am I in God's place? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 

meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people 

alive. 21 So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.” (Gen. 50:15-21) 
 

• The Red Sea Event – Exodus 14:10-14 
 
10 “As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching 
after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 

Then they said to Moses, ‘Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 
away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of 
Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone that we 
may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to 
die in the wilderness.’ 13 But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear! Stand by and see the 
salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you 
have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 The LORD will fight for you while 
you keep silent’” (Exod. 14:10-14). 
 
30 “Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used 
against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His 
servant Moses” (Exod. 14:30, 31). 
 

• The Job Narrative – Job 1:20-22 w/ Job 42:10-17 
 
20 “Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and 
worshiped. 21 He said, ‘Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. 
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.’ 22 Through 
all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God” (Job 1:20-22). 
 
10 “The LORD restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the LORD 
increased all that Job had twofold. 11 Then all his brothers and all his sisters and all who had 
known him before came to him, and they ate bread with him in his house; and they consoled 
him and comforted him for all the adversities that the LORD had brought on him. And each 
one gave him one piece of money, and each a ring of gold. 12 The LORD blessed the latter days 
of Job more than his beginning; and he had 14,000 sheep and 6,000 camels and 1,000 yoke of 
oxen and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named the 
first Jemimah, and the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15 In all the land no 
women were found so fair as Job's daughters; and their father gave them inheritance among 
their brothers. 16 After this, Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons and his grandsons, four 
generations. 17 And Job died, an old man and full of days” (Job 42:10-17). 
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F B Meyer writes... 
Ruth 1:19, 20, 21, 22 The welcome back. -- Naomi's deep sorrow moved the city. The 
"pleasantness" had been turned into "bitterness" in her absence; but the welcome back was 
sincere on the part of the villagers. Nothing can so support us in sorrow as human love and 
sympathy, and the consciousness that under all secondary causes there is the purpose and 
hand of the Almighty Himself, dealing with us. Thus the Marah springs of our 
bereavements are staunched and transformed. The cup which my Father hath given me, 
shall I not drink it? (John 18:11). The time of the return to Bethlehem (the beginning of 
barley-harvest) was probably in the month of April. (Choice Notes on Joshua through 2 
Kings) http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_114-22.htm 
 

What we learn and live in the light cannot be denied and doubted in the dark. 
 

Advent fills my heart with longing and looking.  Our God is too wise to make a mistake 

and too loving to be unkind.  
 

3. Regardless as to your role, there is significance in it (Prov. 16:4; Rom. 11:36; Col. 1:16, 17; 
Jud. 14:1-4). 

 
Even though it would appear Orpah was not a believer, how can we belittle her role in the 
larger story?  God is working in all of the situations of life.  Again, who were the parents of 
Ruth that perhaps prepared her heart to respond in faith to the God of Israel?  Listen to the 
following passages and how they can fill us with hope even when the night appears long. 
 
“The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil” 
(Prov. 16:4). 
 
“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. 
Amen” (Rom. 11:36). 
 
16 “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through 
Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (Col. 1:16, 17). 
 
1 “Then Samson went down to Timnah and saw a woman in Timnah, one of the daughters of 
the Philistines. 2 So he came back and told his father and mother, ‘I saw a woman in Timnah, 
one of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.’ 3 Then his 
father and his mother said to him, ‘Is there no woman among the daughters of your relatives, 
or among all our people, that you go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?’ But 
Samson said to his father, ‘Get her for me, for she looks good to me.’ 4 However, his father and 
mother did not know that it was of the LORD, for He was seeking an occasion against the 
Philistines. Now at that time the Philistines were ruling over Israel” (Judges 14:1-4). 
 

• What were the names of Ruth’s parents? 
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• What were the names of the Apostle Paul’s parents?  

• What about that of D.L. Moody or Billy Graham or a host of unnamed and 
immeasurable personages who God used in the mundane to move His Story 
forward. 

• What was Boaz doing during the decades preceding his appearance in the Story? 
 
All of this is equally true of you and me.  God is working.  Let us not assume that the Story of 
God only reached to the incarnation, cross and resurrection.  The Story continues to this day 
and beyond.  It includes our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, should the Lord 
tarry. 
 

4. God often uses the unexpected and overlooked to accomplish the impossible and 
predicted. 

 
There are a million unknown and unexpected events that seem unimportant and meaningless, 
but somehow God is pushing and pulling each of the pieces into their assigned slot.  Perhaps 
today you doubt as to whether or not God is even aware of your situation, or perhaps you are 
deep in the depths of depression.  Friend, God is there with you.  You have not been forgotten 
or forsaken.  Listen to the following passages.  Let the Word of God wash over your soul. 
 
1 “Then the angel who was speaking with me returned and roused me, as a man who is 
awakened from his sleep. 2 He said to me, ‘What do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see, and behold, a 
lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts 
belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it; 3 also two olive trees by it, one on the 
right side of the bowl and the other on its left side.’ 4 Then I said to the angel who was 
speaking with me saying, ‘What are these, my lord?’ 5 So the angel who was speaking with me 
answered and said to me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ And I said, ‘No, my lord.’ 6 Then 
he said to me, ‘This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, 'Not by might nor by 

power, but by My Spirit,' says the LORD of hosts. 7 'What are you, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel you will become a plain; and he will bring forth the top stone with shouts of 
"Grace, grace to it!"'" 8 Also the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 9 ‘The hands of 
Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house, and his hands will finish it. Then you will 

know that the LORD of hosts has sent me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small 

things? But these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel--
these are the eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth’” (Zech. 4:1-10). 
 
1 “Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD before Eli. And word from the LORD 
was rare in those days, visions were infrequent. 2 It happened at that time as Eli was lying 
down in his place (now his eyesight had begun to grow dim and he could not see well), 3 and 
the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD 
where the ark of God was, 4 that the LORD called Samuel; and he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5 Then he 
ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, lie down again.’ 
So he went and lay down. 6 The LORD called yet again, ‘Samuel!’ So Samuel arose and went to 
Eli and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he answered, ‘I did not call, my son, lie down 
again.’ 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor had the word of the LORD yet been 
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revealed to him. 8 So the LORD called Samuel again for the third time. And he arose and went 
to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli discerned that the LORD was calling 
the boy. 9 And Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go lie down, and it shall be if He calls you, that you shall 
say, 'Speak, LORD, for Your servant is listening.'’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 

Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel 
said, ‘Speak, for Your servant is listening’” (1 Sam. 3:1-10). 
 
6 “When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD'S anointed is before 
Him.’ 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart. . .’ 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are 
these all the children?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, and behold, he is tending 
the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.’ 12 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a 
handsome appearance. And the LORD said, ‘Arise, anoint him; for this is he’” (1 Sam. 16:6, 7, 
11, 12). 
 
11 “So He said, ‘Go forth and stand on the mountain before the LORD.’ And behold, the LORD 
was passing by! And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in 
pieces the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the wind. And after the wind an 
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle blowing. 13 When Elijah heard 
it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And 
behold, a voice came to him and said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’” (1 Kings 19:11-13). 
 
26 “For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which 
are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that 
are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 30 

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 
righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, ‘LET HIM 
WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.’” (1 Cor. 1:26-31). 
 
I really do not believe Naomi or Ruth or Boaz thought of their significance in the overarching 
promise of God.  Yet God used them in a significant way to fulfill His promise to the nation 
and to the world. 
 
Dave Guzik writes that... 
It would have been easy for Naomi to focus on what she had lost. She had lost a husband, 
two sons, and one daughter-in-law. She had lost all kinds of material possessions. All she 
had left was one daughter-in-law, Ruth. But through that one thing she had left, God was 
going to bring unbelievable blessing into her life. But at the moment, all seemed lost! Hang 
on Naomi - trust in what God can do! All the good that happens in the future chapters 
begins her: With Naomi's godly repentance and honesty. It will make a difference not only 
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in her life, but in the life of her daughter-in-law Ruth - and in the destiny of the nation 
Israel - and in your eternal salvation! Who knows what God could accomplish, both for 
now and eternity, if you would turn towards Him today, not only in feelings, but in 
actions! (Ruth 1)   http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_114-22.htm 

 
5. The only way to guard against bitterness is to remember who wrote the Story and how 

each part contributes to the whole. 
 
Wiersbe comments that  
Alexander Whyte often told his Edinburgh congregation that the victorious Christian life is 
“a series of new beginnings,” and he was right. Naomi was about to make a new 
beginning; for with God, it’s never too late to start over again. Are you trusting God for 
your new beginning? After all, with God at your side, your resources are far greater than 
your burdens. Stop staring at the wall and, by faith, get up and open the door to a brand-
new tomorrow. (Wiersbe, W: Be Committed: An Old Testament Study. Ruth and Esther. Victor. 
1993)  http://www.preceptaustin.org/ruth_114-22.htm 

 
How did Job do it?  All that he possessed was taken from him.  How did Joseph do it?  He was 
betrayed and abused.  How did David do it?  He was relentlessly hunted by Saul.  How did 
Paul and Silas do it?  They were mercilessly beaten in the city of Philippi.   How were they 
capable of maintaining a spirit of peace and rest in the midst of horrific loss and difficulty?  I 
believe it is because they believed the promises even if they themselves would not see the 
fulfillment of them. 
 
I believe this is what Simeon and Anna believed and saw when Jesus was presented in the 
temple on the eight day (Luke 20).  And this is what we must believe as we live in Story.  God 
is unfolding before us His Story. 
 

Advent fills my heart with longing and looking.  Our God is too wise to make a mistake 

and too loving to be unkind.  
 
Friend, we are on the eve of celebrating our Lord’s first advent.  Oh feel the embrace.  See the 
Story.  Read the Bible with the overarching storyline in view and be the Story. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Tell your family and friends the Story. 
2. Parents, do not let advent pass without declaring this to your children. 
3. Grandparents, do not let advent pass without declaring this to your grandchildren. 
4. You cannot always choose your circumstances, but you can choose to remember The 

Story. 
5. Be The Story. 
 


